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CORRESPONDENT'S REPORT

A Cruise Line Starts to Clean Up After Itself

By MATTHEW L. WALD

ruise lines; after years of spar-
ring: with environmentalists,
the Coast Guard and federal
prosecotors; now say they are
voluntarily cleaning up.

Roval -Caribbean International, which
pleaded guilty in 1995 1o 21 felony counts
of violating water pollution laws, and paid
$18 million in fines, expects mmmplutn its
probation in January. Bur the company,
which was convicted mostly for dumping
ally wastes and deceiving the Coast Guard
about it5 practices, 18 moving on to’ soive
another environmental problem, sewage
réleases from s ships.

In October, it turned on new Systems on
two ships operated by lis  Celebrity
Crulses subsidiary, the Summit and the
Infinity. These are- the first advanced
wastewater treatment plants that Royal
Caribbean {s installing on its 29 vessels, a
JoRHEETL says will fale until 2008, with
each ship being done a8 It cormes 1nm dry
dock for scheduled repairs.

The circumstances of its decision are
under some dispute, An environmental
group, Oceana, had been pressuring the
cruise line for 10 months, with stunts like
flying a banner-towing airplane back and
forth around the ships as they prepared to
sall, as puests were on deck and well-
wishers on shore waved goodbyve. The
banner sald, “Got Sewage?"

Underneath, - the banner said,
Caribbean Dumps Dally.”

The group suspended its campalgn af-
ter the criuise line announced in May that
it would install better eguipment. But
Capt. William  Wright, the senior vice
president for safety and environmert,
safd ‘the crulse line's deglsion was inde-
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Celebrity’s Summit now sails with new sewage-treatment equipment.

pendent af the environmental group,

"There 'was-a period when they were fo-
cusing on us as an organization,” he said,
“What hasn't been publicized g5 much is
that what they were asking us publicly to
do was very moch alveady in progress.!

He said that his company had delayed
making an announcement becanse it was
waiting for the technology to mature,

A Oceana, Jackie Savitz, the: pollution
campaign director, said that the crmise
line was trying hard to seem te ignore the
pressure. it wias under. “We had discus-
sions with them that they later said we
didn'thave," she said,

The wistes involved are different from
the ones that led to the cruise line's indiot-
ment in the late 1980's; those were pri-
marily ail discharges; but also chemicals
from ‘the ships' dry-cleaning and photo-

developing shops. (The Carnival Corporsa-
tion, the parent company of Carnival
Crufse Line as well as Costa Cruises, Cu-
nard Ling, Holland America Line, Sea-
bowrn Cruise Line and Windstar Croises,
pleaded guilty in April 2002 to some of the
same crimes.)

The issoe now 15 much mare basic;
sewage. Big criise ships can carry 4.000
passengers and crew members, and
100,000 people over the course of a year.
Human wastes contribute to-dead 2ones in
the sea, algae blooms, contaminated
shellfish beds and beach closings, accord-
ifg o énvironmentalists,

“These crulse ships are going (o some
of the most pristine parts of our ocean,
and they're going in ‘droves," Ms, Savilz
sald. Noting that & town of 4,000 on shore
would have'to treat its wastes, but outside

Alaska, which requivesit, eruise ships do
not, she added, "' This loophole really negds
to beclosed."!

Cruise ship operators contend that the
pallution they contribute {s small relative
to spurces on shore, and they make up
only w small fraction of the ships &t sea
They acknowledge, however, that they
carry most of the people at sea,

Senator Richard J. Durbin of Iilinois
and Hepresentative Sam:Farr of Califor-
nia, both Democrats, introduced legisla-
tion in the last session of Congress that
would have made wastewater treatment
equipment mandatory, it drew 8 co-spon-
sorsin the Senate-aind 42'in the House, but
did not get out of committee in either
chamber. Backers plan to try again In the
next Congress:

The industry, though, appears 1o be
muovingin that direction on'its pwn. In De-
cember 2003, {ts trade association, the In-
ternational Council of Crulse Lings, called
for accelerated adoption of wastewater
treatment technologies, and the use of the
eqiiipment when ships are near shore,

Captain Wright of Roval Caribbean said
he expected all his competitors to follow
his company's lead, althotgh Ms, Savitz
said, T don't knpw of any other company
that his agread toupgrade the (leeg "'

Captain Wright sald the cost was about
54 miltlon per vessel, and that solids-are
separated and held for later hurning in in-
cinerators on  land. Environmentalists
have generally not opposed the burning of
sewage solids) becatse unlike municipal
wastes, they db oot have the mix of chemi-
cals that creates highly toxic chemicals in
the smake.

The other produoct of the advanced sys-
tems s water, which Captaln Wright said
hadithe same clarity and lack of odor-as a
botile of Evian. "“It's not something we're
marketing," he ndlded:
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